Using Technology to Improve Instruction
Please see attached grading rubric

The following is required for your final grade/ assignment:

1.
Download Audacity and Lame software to your computer (this can be accessed @nesshistory.org), open each program and make sure you are able to export to MP3.

2.
Use Audacity to revise an exam or reading to assist with an IEP.  Export the finished recording to an MP3 format.

3.   Use Audacity to augment a lesson plan you have used or will use in class. Use one of your favorite activities, revise your lesson so that it will include the use of Audacity.  Remember, you want the technology to enhance the learning experience; don't simply stick it in there.  
4.   Create a minimum 10 minute “podcast”, that requires you to record, edit, input sound, mix tracks, and play with sounds.

a.   Apply the Litmus* Test to the revised plan. Reflect on what you've discovered about your new plan.  Now that you've applied the Litmus Test, would you change how you used Audacity, or would you choose to use Audacity with a different lesson?  Record your reflections on the class website at utahteacher.weebly.org. 
c.
When finished with your final podcast, export your final podcast to an mp3 format and upload the assignment to your website, or a student accessible site. 

5.   Create an assignment, including clear instructions and rubrics that could be used by students to create and export their own podcast that supports the content.
6.
Send your completed podcast in mp3 format, and digital copies of your student centered assignment and rubric  to cness@alpinedistrict.org
7.
Respond to the three reflective blogs on the course website utahteacher.weebly.com. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

*Below is a simple Technology Litmus Test you can use to judge the rigor and relevance of the technology in any learning plan or assignment:

Rigor/Relevance of Technology use in the Classroom (RRTC)

Answer each of the following questions with a yes or no.  Each yes response receives a point.  

a. Does the technology task ask to students to utilize technology as professionals in the discipline would? (Relevance/Authenticity)

b. Does the use of technology encourage/demand creation on the part of the student regarding the assignment? (Relevance)

c. Does the use of technology encourage/require critical thinking skills to complete successfully? (Rigor)

d. Does the use of the technology encourage/require the student to use problem-solving skills to complete successfully? (Rigor)

e. Does the use of the technology correspond to the content (performance task) requirements? (Relevance/Rigor)
